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Utilization of Cotton (Gossypium) in China before

Yuan Dynasty Based on Literatures
CAO Qiu-ling, WANG Lin
(College of Textiles, Henan Institute of Engineering, Zhengzhou 450007, China)

Abstract: The utilization of Cotton (Gossypium arboreum and Gossypium herbaceum) in China before Yuan Dynasty was dis-
cussed based on analysis of ancient literatures. The earliest cotton grown in south China was introduced from Indian G.arboreum called
“jibei” in literatures. Before Warring States. jibei was introduced into Southeast Asia, and it was introduced to Southwest China and
Fujian and Guangdong province during Han &. Jin Northern and Southern Dynasty. During Song Dynasty, the cotton (G.arboreum)
was introduced to Yangtze Valley and changed to annual cotton (G.arboreum) ., which laid the foundation of the development of cotton
(G.arboreum) in China in early Yuan Dynasty. Cotton grown in Western Regions was called “baidie”, which belonged to G.herbace-
um. Baidie was introduced from Pakistan via Kashmir to Xinjiang during Han Dynasty, and the Western Regions cotton planting and
cotton textile technology developed in Jin and Tang Dynasty. During Tang Dynasty. cotton textile technology in Turfan developed very
well. G.herbaceum spread just to Hexi Region before Yuan Dynasty.

Key words: records in literature; China; Gossypium arboreum; Gossypium herbaceum



